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ful illness, connected with a chronic inflammation of the stomach, and 
parts adjacent thereto. 

As the Academy honored itself when he was chosen a member, so 
the Academy may well mourn his loss; for there is no one, at present, 
who can worthily fill his place. 

FRANCIS CABOT LOWELL. 

Francis Cabot Lowell was born in Boston in 1802. He was 
the son of Francis C. Lowell, whose name is associated with the cotton 
manufacture as first successfully pursued in New England, and brother 
of John Lowell, Jr., the founder of the Lowell Institute. 

He was a member, with Ralph Waldo Emerson and other eminent 
men, of the class that was graduated at Harvard College in 1821. 

After some years of foreign travel Mr. Lowell became a merchant, 
devoting himself to the study of the principles that regulate commerce. 
These he mastered so thoroughly that he was appealed to, through life, 
as an authority on all questions of political economy and finance. 

That with these endowments, added to his calm judgment and ex- 
quisite courtesy, he would have attained, had such been his ambition, a 
high rank in any sphere of public activity does not admit of a doubt. 
But neither his health nor his inclination permitted such aspirations. 
He was of too lofty and serene a temperament to descend into the 
struggles of the arena. He could not flatter a constituency or submit 
his fortunes to the caprices " popularis aurse." He preferred the inde- 
pendence of a private station. 

He was successively Treasurer of the Amoskeag and of the Merrimac 
Manufacturing Companies, and Actuary of the Massachusetts Hospital 
Life Insurance Company, — trusts of high responsibility and requiring 
very varied powers. Few men, perhaps, could have so satisfactorily 
discharged the duties of all three ; fewer still would have had the phil- 
osophy to retire voluntarily from each, in the meridian of their powers 
and with the halo of success. 

Equanimity, dignity, and decision marked his character. Fearless 
by nature, he had the courage of his opinions. Yet such was the 
sweetness of his manners, that, though outspoken, he never gave offence. 
To those who had claims on his sympathy he was the most steadfast 
friend, the wisest counsellor. 

These qualities, so rare in their union, could not fail to impress 
themselves on his demeanor. A distinguished British professor 
writes of him : " His look and presence were noble in the extreme, 
and bespoke the gentleman of the old school. I never saw dignity 
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more clearly expressed on any face, — the dignity of a deep-seated 
self-respect. Hi3 courtesy had an old-world elegance in it. His 
kindness, that could net be surpassed, was all the more valuable as 
being accompanied by an outward manner suggestive of self-repres- 
sion and wholly antithetic to emotional display. In fact he was so 
noble and grand and good a man that pity seems a feeling incon- 
gruous with any circumstance connected with him, incongruous even 
with his death. I feel a sincere sorrow ; but it is a sorrow inter- 
mingled and softened by a supreme admiration. He will abide in 
my memory as the beau ideal of the gentleman in the lighter respects 
of manner and appearance and in the weighter respects of feeling and 
character." 

DR. CHARLES G. PUTNAM. 

Dr. Charles Gr. Putnam was born in Salem on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, 1805. His father was the Honorable Samuel Putnam, Judge of 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, his mother a niece of Timothy 
Pickering, the Secretary of State during "Washington's and Adams's 
administration. He was fitted for college under the direction of Mr. 
John Brazer Davis, and graduated at Harvard in 1824. He studied 
medicine with the late Dr. A. L. Peirson of Salem, and took his medi- 
cal degree in 1827. During six years of residence in Salem he was 
Physician of the Dispensary, Secretary of the School Committee, 
Physician to the Almshouse, Cabinet Keeper of the Essex Historical 
Society, and Physician to the Board of Health. 

In 1833 he removed to Boston, and in 1835 married the eldest 
daughter of the late Dr. James Jackson, with whom he entered into 
professional partnership, which continued until the death of Dr. 
Jackson. 

He remained in practice in Boston during the rest of his life, con- 
stantly and quietly busy, with few interruptions, the most important of 
which was a visit to Europe of only four months in 1851. His unas- 
suming excellence as a practitioner and as a man was recognized in the 
various honors which sought him in his little conspicuous path of daily 
duties. He was made Physician to the Lying-in Hospital, President 
of the Suffolk District Society, President of the Boston Obstetrical 
Society, Consulting Physician of the Carney Hospital and of St. 
Joseph's Hospital, and in 1868 President of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society. 

In 1857 he was chosen a member of this Academy. His special 
pursuits hardly furnished materials for papers to go upon its record, 
vol. x. (n. s. ii. J 31 



